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This tribute to “Kids First”

teachers was 

submitted by Daviess

County High School 

senior Eli Cooper:

Mr. Steve Easley and

Mrs. Ann Koshy have

both been an integral part

of my high school career

ever since my freshman

year when I joined the

Academic Team. They

have been my coaches as

well as my confidants

and have been there for

me whenever I needed

them. 

Mr. Easley has always

had his door open for me

and all of my friends.

The lot of us would 
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Kids First

Special Edition
This “special edition” newsletter will be 

distributed to DCPS staff members on the last

Wednesday of each month as we all come 

together wearing our “Kids First!” shirts and

demonstrating our “Kids First!” commitment!

Continued from Page One

always go to his room after school to just hang around and

talk about life and how much we hated doing homework

and he was always there to listen. This literal open door

has been a gateway to unlock a lot of figurative doors and

all in all made the students grow closer together alongside

this amazing teacher. Mr. Easley has essentially provided

me and my friends a “home” at school, bringing us 

together as a family. This home was always a safe space

for all of us to explore ourselves, our academics, and have

an amazing time while spending time with an amazing

role model . From Mr. Easley, we learned what it meant to

be an active citizen and how to care for everyone around

you. He also drowns us in love and support every single

minute we are in his presence (even when we stay in his

room until 4:30).

The best way to describe Mrs. Koshy’s role in the success

of the Academic team and myself is that she is essentially

our “school-mom.” When I think of my mom, I think of a

loving, caring, supporting person that is always there

when I need her, always has my best intentions at heart,

and wants to see me succeed in everything I do. 

Through hundreds of hours of Academic Team practice,

competitions, and two of her classes Mrs. Koshy has

proven to exude all of the qualities as can be attested 

by her commitment to her students and their success. 

She pushed us to be the best versions of ourselves 

academically as well as personally and has motivated us

in every single way. We strive to make her proud and beat

ourselves up when we think we disappoint her even

though we know there is no way she would ever think

that. I can say for a fact that if it wasn’t for the motivation

and work ethic that Mrs. Koshy bestowed on every 

member of the Academic Team that we would not have

won the State and National titles and none of us would

have achieved as highly as we did. 

I can wholeheartedly say that without the influence and

care of Mr. Easley and Mrs. Koshy and everything that

they did for me I would be a totally different person. I

would not have gained the confidence, the ambition, the

heart, the soul, and the motivation I have today and I

would certainly not have half of the success that I do. I

know that without them, I wouldn’t be the student, leader

and friend that I am today and for their commitment and

love they have given me I am eternally grateful.

Kids First Tribute to Teachers

A ‘Kids First’ Tribute from DCPS Educators
Col. Edgar Paul and Chief Franklin Smith of Apollo

High School provide outstanding guidance that has

made a difference in the lives of many students, 

including that of Air Force JROTC Cadet Jalyn 

Burroughs.

Jalyn was recently presented the Air Force Gold

Valor Award and credited the leadership of Col. 

Paul and Chief Smith in developing her as a young

woman of character and courage. But here’s what

Chief Smith said of Jalyn:

“If it can be said teachers inspire students, then it

must also be true that students inspire teachers,

which is the case with all our JROTC students. Jalyn

is an example of how putting Kids First can make a

positive change in their lives. She has been a part of

the JROTC family since the first day of high school.

We have had the pleasure of watching her grow into

an outstanding cadet leader. She has participated in

all the JROTC activities but she found focus and

confidence with the Color Guard. Jalyn became a

leader, and as a leader she blossomed!”

Apollo High School — KIDS FIRST!



Welcome to Daviess County Public Schools

Where We Put ‘Kids First!’

Daviess County Public Schools Superintendent Matt Robbins and administrative assistant Dana Boarman 

display a new sign that has been posted on the DCPS Central Office building, announcing to our community

that our district is “Kids First!” 

A Message from the Superintendent

As we reflect on this season of Thanksgiving, I am mindful of my many blessings … 

and one for which I am most thankful is the opportunity to work with our DCPS Family

as we serve students together. Thank you for your continued commitment to putting 

Kids First in everything you do. I hope you enjoy this special “Kids First” edition of our

district newsletter and that you will allow these stories to inspire you as much as they

have inspired me. 



Apollo High Eagle Family puts Kids First
By Rick Lasley

Principal, Apollo High School

I am honored to share a very positive and uplifting story

about Jamie Shain, a senior at Apollo High School. 

Jamie is a very special young man. He has been a very

dedicated and hard-working manager for the boys’ 

basketball team for many years. You will not find a more

devoted Eagles Basketball fan than Jamie Shain. Jamie

brings his smile and enthusiasm to Apollo High School

each and every day and steps it up to the next level 

anytime he is anywhere near the basketball court. 

Jamie has never had the opportunity to play organized

ball. However, during a “inter-squad scrimmage” 

exhibition game on Nov. 17, Coach Steve Barker and the

team made the decision to allow Jamie to put on the Eagle

uniform and get his reward for all his dedication and hard

work over the years.

Please watch! Click HERE or copy and paste this link

into your browser: https://youtu.be/q82VLH98H2E

On Monday morning, when Jamie first arrived at school,

he was just as excited about the game as he was when it

first ended. “Mr. Lasley, did you see me score??? Did you

see me score???”

This story is ONE of a long list of reasons Apollo High

School is the GREAT place that it is! Even on the difficult

days, I can still find moments like this story that make me

thankful for being a part of this school and especially

thankful for the people I work with. Thank you, Coach

Barker; Thank you, Eagle basketball; Thank you, AHS

cheerleaders and crowd; thank you for making Jamie

Shain’s spotlight moment one he will NEVER forget!

Head coach Steve Barker said, “We made him our 

manager and we’ve not looked back. He’s done a great

job. He loves the game. He loves the kids.” 

After watching the video (and maybe wiping away a tear),

Superintendent Matt Robbins said, “This is a Kids First

story and I am so appreciative of all the great people who

made Jamie Shain’s story happen at Apollo High School.

This is a lifetime memory for this young man. Priceless!”

The smile says it all! Jamie

Shain, a senior at Apollo High

School, is happiest when he’s

contributing to the team as the

basketball manager. Jamie 

recently experienced a dream

come true when coaches and

players put him in the game,

where he made a steal and

scored as the crowd went wild!

This Apollo Eagle was flying

high! 

Making ‘Kids First’ a little bit sweeter!
Tamarack Elementary School combined “Kids First” with

#GivingTuesday activities to create a sweet reward for 

students and staff, while also allowing everyone to enjoy

that sweet feeling that comes with knowing we are helping

others.

TES guidance counselor Jamie Tipmore and Family 

Resource Center coordinator Tim Crabtree are pictured at

left preparing more than 450 bags of cotton candy that were

sold for $2 each. All proceeds benefitted the school’s FRC,

which provides services, resources and support for students

and families with a goal of eliminating barriers to learning.

Kids First and #GivingTuesday — a sweet partnership at

Tamarack Elementary School!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q82VLH98H2E&feature=youtu.be


Kids First at Burns Elementary – and Beyond!
Burns Elementary School teachers are among the many

staff members from across our district who attend 

students’ sports activities and other special events. 

Top right – Celsey Hardesty, fourth-grade teacher, 

surprised a couple of her students by attending their 

go-kart race in September.

Bottom left – Larkin Wetzel, speech pathologist, loves

seeing her students excel in their areas of interest. She is

pictured here at a flag football game.

Bottom right – Wendy Cooper, GAP coordinator, helped

to arrange transportation and attended a soccer activity for

English language learner students at Burns Elementary

School.

Everyone wins when you put KIDS FIRST!



DCPS – Putting Kids First in All We Do!
Sometimes the little things

are the BIG things! 

Stacy Fulkerson is pictured at

left taking the time to wipe

down checked-in library

books before putting them

back on the shelf.

Stacy, a library media clerk 

at Daviess County Middle

School, is “Kids First” in

keeping kids healthy by 

fighting germs during 

cold and flu season!

A peek into 

Lori Troutman’s

seventh-grade 

classroom at Burns

Middle School 

illustrates a school-wide

“Kids First” initiative as

she reads a chapter

from “Michael Vey:

Prisoner of Cell 25” by

Richard Paul Evans.

BMS is participating in

a “One Book, 

One School” initiative

in which every student

and staff member reads

the same book together

to build a community

of literacy.

Inspiring a love for

reading — 

that’s “Kids First!”



DCPS schools put “Kids First” – 

whatever it takes – as this story 

illustrates. Two of our staff members got

up early one recent day to meet a family

at 4 a.m. to take them to the surgery 

center in Rockport, Ind., as the 6-year-

old child needed major surgery under

anesthesia to remove several teeth that

morning. Our staff had already taken the

family for their pre-operative 

appointments because this is a family

that does not speak English and they had very limited

knowledge about how to get help for their child. This

child becomes very anxious in unfamiliar situations so it

meant so much to have trusted, familiar adults who were

able to navigate a scary situation for him and his family.

Despite their best efforts to soothe him,

the child became sick and threw up in

their vehicle on the way to the clinic.

Doctors had to remove seven teeth and

apply sealant to several others because of

the extensive situation.

Our team stayed with the child and 

parents throughout the experience, 

including helping with the follow-up care

and prescription, making sure the parents

understood how to administer the medicine.

To bring the experience to a positive conclusion, they also

bought breakfast for this child as they took him home. 

This is just another example of how our Daviess County

Public Schools family cares for children.

Kids First — Whatever It Takes

Sorgho Elementary School teachers provided “service with a smile” during student-led Conference Nights recently. 

As part of Sorgho’s continued commitment to be welcoming and supportive of families, the school hosted a pizza 

supper during conference hours. Connection and special education teachers do not meet with families the entire time,

so this great crew volunteered to serve dinner. As families entered the cafeteria, they were greeted by teachers dancing,

singing and smiling as they served others! Pictured here are art teacher Tesha Goodgine; physical education teacher

Carla Clayton; special education teachers Derek Austin and Jill Conrad; media specialist Kim Kingsley; and music

teacher Kenneth Basham. Not pictured but also participating in the service activity were guidance counselor Kellie 

Taylor, special education teachers Destiny Hulsey, Bridget Ritchie and Jami Johnson, and speech therapists Madison

McEwen and Kristen Hawes. This event illustrates the commitment of ALL DCPS schools to build strong connections

between schools and homes ... because we all put KIDS FIRST!

Kids First – Service with a Smile



BES Bobcat Squad puts Kids First
The Burns Elementary School Bobcat Squad

met on Friday, Nov. 17 to focus on the power

of a positive attitude and taking pride in your

appearance because “If you look good, you

feel good.” Students learned about the 

importance of making good eye contact and

speaking with confidence. 

At the conclusion of the presentation, 

special guest Supt. Matt Robbins taught the

boys how to tie a tie while Family Resource

Center coordinator Christina Dalton showed

girls how to paint their nails. 

The “Kids First” program was designed to

help kids succeed in life! 

Burns Bobcats:

Looking Good!

Recognize a Kids First colleague!
Send information and photograph of a

DCPS staff member who puts Kids First 

in everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org



Community partner KWC puts Kids First
Kentucky Wesleyan College participated in a special Day

of Service on Monday, Nov. 27. KWC students visited

seven DCPS elementary schools to engage kids in a 

variety of literacy and physical education activities.

Student-athletes representing the following KWC teams

visited these schools:

Deer Park Elementary School – softball (top right)

West Louisville Elementary School – football (below)

Whitesville Elementary School – Campus Ministry

Burns Elementary School – baseball (center right)

Meadow Lands Elementary School – golf (bottom right)

Tamarack Elementary School – men’s basketball

Sorgho Elementary School – volleyball


